
 
 

Thornton Le Dale Parish Council  

Statutory Declaration for Grave Ownership Transfer 

(Example) 

 

Section 1 – Detail of Person Making the Declaration 

I (name and address of person making the declaration) this should be the person who is 
believed to be the rightful owner following the death of the original named owner of the 
Exclusive Right of Burial.  

Do solemnly and sincerely declare that (name of original owner) purchased the Exclusive 
Right of Burial in grave number (detail of grave number, section and cemetery – grant no. if 
available) and that:  

Section 2 – This area is blank as it requires a detail of what the personal situation of the 
person making the declaration happens to be in relation to the original owner and why they 
believe they are the rightful owner (the original owner being deceased)  

Example wording depending upon family situation: and that the said (name of original 
owner of EROB) died intestate leaving an estate of insufficient value to apply for Grant of 
Letters of Administration and that (name person now claiming ownership of EROB) is their 
lawful surviving (spouse, child, grandchild etc.) and therefore the present rightful owner of 
the said Exclusive Right of Burial  

MUST INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING INDEMNITY CLAUSE – DO NOT REMOVE  

Section 3 – Declaration in the presence of a Magistrate or Commissioner for Oaths  

AND FURTHER I hereby indemnify Thornton le Dale Parish Council and all its Officers and 
servants from any liability whatsoever in this matter or arising therefrom AND I make this 
solemn declaration conscientiously believing the same to be true and by virtue of the 
Statutory Declaration Act 1835.  

 

Declared at …………………………………………….  

This……………………………… day of ……....…….……………. 20 ……...  

 

Signed ……………………………………………………………………………  

(Name printed & signature of person(s) making the Declaration)  

 

Before me ………………………………………………………………………...  

 

Witness: Full Name, address, position and signature  

This Declaration to be made before a Magistrate or Commissioner for Oaths, if witnessed by a 
solicitor it must bear the Stamp of the said Practice to be acceptable  



 
 

 

See below examples for the completion of Section 2 of the Declaration  

Sample of Section 2 of a declaration for someone who died intestate: 

Surviving wife:  

…the said Martin Brown died intestate, leaving an estate of insufficient value for which it was 
required by law to apply for Letters of Administration THAT I Elizabeth Brown am his lawful 
surviving wife and lawful next of kin. I am therefore the present rightful owner of the said 
Right of Burial AND FURTHER I hereby indemnify the Anytown Borough Council and all its 
officers and servants from any liability whatsoever in this matter or arising therefrom.….  

 

Surviving children:  

….the said John Smith died a widower intestate leaving an estate of insufficient value for 
which it was required by law to apply for Grant of Letters of Administration THAT Colin John 
Smith Brian Alan Smith and myself the said Mary Ann Smith are his only lawful surviving 
children and next of kin and therefore the present rightful owners of the said Right of Burial 
AND FURTHER I hereby indemnify the Anytown Borough Council and all its officers and 
servants from any liability whatsoever in this matter or arising therefrom.…..  

 

Surviving children, only one to take over the ownership:  

…the said John Smith died a widower intestate leaving an estate of insufficient value for 
which it was required by law to apply for Grant of Letters of Administration THAT Colin John 
Smith Brian Alan Smith and myself the said Mary Ann Smith are his only lawful surviving 
children and next of kin and therefore the present rightful owners of the said Right of Burial 
BUT Colin John Smith and Brian Alan Smith desire that the exclusive Right of Burial be 
vested solely in my name as Mary Ann Smith and have given their consent in the document 
attached hereto which I declare to be genuine AND FURTHER I hereby indemnify the 
Anytown Borough Council and all its officers and servants from any liability whatsoever in 
this matter or arising therefrom.…. 

This one should have forms of renunciation attached to it from those children who do not 
want the ownership.  

There are obviously many more scenarios that could occur so if you are unsure, you should take 
advice from a solicitor, commissioner of oaths to the appropriate wording, which is relevant to 
your individual family circumstances. If using this example as a template, ensure that the 
Statutory Declaration only includes the relevant information required and not all the explanatory 
notes in red.  

 

Please Note: The Parish Council makes a charge for the work involved in proof of ownership 
cases, Transfer and Statutory Declarations. Please refer to the PC’s Cemetery Fees for current 
rates at https://thorntonledale-pc.gov.uk/  

Contact the Parish Clerk at: parish.clerk@thorntonledale-pc.gov.uk  

 



 
 

 

 


