
Thornton le Dale Parish Council 
 

Minutes of the Extra-Ordinary of Thornton le Dale Parish Council  
Held At 7.00 P.M. On Tuesday 20th December 2022  

at The Hill Memorial Institute, Maltongate, Thornton Le Dale YO18 7LF 

 
Present:  
 
Cllr Bell, Cllr Charles, Cllr Hallsworth, Cllr N Firth, Cllr D Firth, Cllr Markham 
Acting Locum Clerk – Carrie Pillow 
Members of public – 14 

 

2223/12/2/1. Apologies for absence  
(to receive apologies and note reasons for absence) 

 
None  
 

2223/12/2/2. To note any Declarations of Interest  
 

To note Declarations of Interests not already declared under members  
Code of Conduct or members register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests 

 
2223/12/2/3. Introductions  
 
   The Chair introduced locum clerk Carrie Pillow 
   
2223/12/2/4. Minutes 
 

The Parish Council voted to move this to be completed discussed and completed 
after Item 7 on the Agenda; minuted in order of Agenda 
 
Resolved The Chair signed minutes that had previously been approved, but not 
signed in previous meetings for July September and October. 
 
Ongoing The Council asked for 01 November 2022 & 06 December 2022 deferred 
to the January Meeting for approval. 
 
NYCC Janet Sanderson stated she objected to being named in the minutes as 
anything other than a member of the public. The Clerk asked why she had been in 
the closed session. It is minuted that for future closed sessions, it is not for public 
participation. 
 

2223/12/2/5. Finance   
 

5.1  Finance Statement & Bank Rec – Circulated to councillors by email 12/12/2022 
and one pack printed, and hand delivered 13/12/2022 

 

  Updated copies - Appendix 1 – distributed to councillors within meeting 
 
 5.2 Review and approve the payments 

 
  Appendix 2 – Itemised Payments from August  

 Cllrs Chose to review at end of meeting.  
Cllr D Firth & Cllr H Hallsworth approved 5 payments  
2223/79 2223/80 2223/81 2223/83 2223/84  



5.3 To Consider 2023/2024 Budget and Report 
 
 Appendix 3 – AGAR Comparison 
 
 Appendix 4 – Budget 
  
 Appendix 5 – Budget Report 
 
Circulated to councillors by email 12/12/2022 and one pack printed, and hand delivered 
13/12/2022, Updated Copies – distributed to councillors within meeting 
 
The Clerk Presented the Budget options to the Parish Council. The Parish council 
discussed at length the 2 budgets. I to keep the precept as it is of for the second option to 
lower the precept to the 2019 level 
 
The councillors were concerned that there was a lot to understand and asked if it had to be 
decided tonight. The chair explained the letter in Appendix 6, and the new billing authority 
North Yorkshire Council, The Clerk had explained that we had asked if an extension was 
allowed but the authority had not been received to the clerk from the appropriate 
department,  
Appendix 7 an email received post meeting states that no extension has been granted. 
 
The Clerk highlighted the cost of grass cutting, and the increased areas due to  
Complaints, the clerk & chair presented ideas to reducing areas cut to enable the lowering 
of the precept, which included  
 
1. The Parish Council only cutting the grass in its income stream i.e. the cemetery, 
2. Grass cutting of all verges being handed back to NYCC, whose priority would be  

junction visibility only. 
3. Playing field would be done through grant application. 
4. Rewilding to investigate areas that could be managed without cutting 
 
The Clerk highlighted that there was still outstanding work to be done on the streetlights 
 
Resolved The parish council voted by majority for the budget that kept the Precept at its 
current level. 
 
Recorded Vote - The Chair asked for the vote to be recorded in the minutes. 
Cllr Charles. Cllr D Firth, Cllr N Firth, Cllr Markham, Cllr Hallsworth voted for keeping the 
precept at present level, Cllr Bell voted against. 
 
 
5.4 Earmarked Reserves (EMR) – Appendix 1 
 
Resolved The Parish Council agreed unanimously to adopt the following reserves 
 
 

Cemetery 10000 

Street lights 10000 

Asset  Management 10000 
 
 

5.5   To Agree Precept demand – deadline 31/12/2022   
  
 Resolved precept set to £45500.00 



5.6 To Appoint an Internal Auditor that meets financial & strategic guidelines  
 
 Deferred to 10 January 2023 
 
 
5.7 To discuss Insurance Cover & Assets Covered - Appendix 8 & 9 
 
 Ongoing to review Asset register and what is insured and the premium cost 
 
 
5.8 Bank Mandate Cllr Charles asked for it to be minuted that following the last  

meeting he agreed to also be a signatory. Cllr Charles, Cllr N Firth, Cllr D Firth 
signed the mandate.  
 
Resolved Council agreed to Cllr Charles to being a signatory  

    
 

2223/12/2/6. Website 
 

The Parish Council voted unanimously to delegate the power to the clerk to work 
with the Web site designer to improve accessibility and transparency. 
 
 

2223/12/2/7. Casual Vacancy - Appendix 10 
 

The Chair read the Casual Vacancy Notice to be published on 21/12/2022 
 

 

2223/12/2/8. Date of next meeting 
 

10th January 2023 

 
 
The Clerk asked the Chair for a closed session at the end in order that 
councillors could be informed of a confidential matter found in preparing the 
accounts 
 
Resolved the Councillors voted to have a closed session  
 
 
Members of the public objected to the closed session and no public 
participation, the chair reminded them that the Annual meeting was the public 
meeting, and it is at the discretion of the council at other times. The agenda 
had stated from publication that members of the public and press are 
invited to observe only. 
 
 
 

CLOSED SESSION 
 
 
 

Signed……………………….  Print……………………..  Date ………………. 
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Appendix 5 

Income 



 

 

 

 

Precept 

 
It is recommended the council does not raise its precept of £45,500 (28.76 per elector) due to the 
current cost of living crisis and the council’s reserves being £83588; this is 156% above the annual 
expenditure. The recommended level of annual reserves is 50 to 75% of the annual expenditure. 
 
The precept was raised in 2019 for the adoption of the streetlight, most works completed, Dalby 
rd. to adopt and one LP2 to change to LED 
 
It has also come to light that RDC has not recharged the electric for the Street lights for 2019 -2022 
As NYCC are now aware this is likely to be recharged  
 
There are no EMR for future emergencies, this needs consideration as below 
 
There is a second option suggested 
 
The Second budget column suggests dropping the Precept back to pre-2019 level of 28,000 (£17.70 
per elector) 
 
This will come with a compromised of the parish council cancelling all grass cutting but the 
Cemetery which is its income stream. 
 
It would be the NYCC responsibility to deal with the highway verges. 
 
Councillors should note that most complaints are received about uncut areas and hedges, these 
could then be all forwarded to the NYCC Elected Councillor  

 
 



EMR 

 
It is recommended that the council consider moving some of the money they have in general 
reserve into a EMR with reserves as suggested below.  It is noticed that there are emails 
recommending further street light repairs. The council also owns several assets that may need 
future improvement or renovation. 
 
 

 

 

Allotments 

 
it is recommended that the council consider increase in the allotment rent to £50 a year per plot. 
There is also a notable waiting list it may be prudent for the council to consider a fairness policy to 
avoid multiple plot occupancy when there is such a waiting list and a national shortage of 
allotments 

 
 

Bullfield 

 
This is 2 acres of prime grazing area in a sought-after residential area, the weekly rental on this 
field should be a minimum of 15 pound a week so an increase in the annual rent to 780 pounds. 
There is also potential to have increase on this if the council considered doing so by investment in 
a stable block. 
 
 

Cemetery 

 
This is a difficult area to predict annual income due to its nature, but the fees appear to be on the 
low side.  I would recommend the council looking at other councils such as Wetherby town council 
for an idea of what fee should be.  
 
The grass cutting and caretaking alone in the cemetery cost £20,000 per year this is likely to 
increase with the cost of fuel therefore the council needs to be proactive and look at its income 
stream to ensure that it is charging at an appropriate level. 
 
This again could be reduced by reducing areas cut and rewilding.  



Expenditure 

 
Expenditure is detailed below.  There are still a couple of areas of an unknown quantity, notably 
the street light electricity invoice and the invoice from the external auditor, which is still awaited, 
these have been estimated for the purpose of the budget, £1500 for the electricity and £3500 for 
the audit fees. 
 
The other costs are based on the 2021/22 spend, with four areas of note 

 
1. Ink subscription & printing at £227 this seems high, the council pay 9.99 a month for an ink 

subscription and then 10p per copy printed, it would be more economical for the council to 

provide a printer for the Clerk and pay for ink cartridges as required and buy reams of 

paper. 

It is also my suggestion that the council invest in one or two basic notebooks or laptops to 
loan to the councillors that don't have computer access to be able to keep themselves 
updated on council matters in order that they can meet their statutory duty. 
 

2. Street lighting, I note some recent emails recommending some replacements, therefore 

have estimated £5000. And back electric. 

 

3. PKF little John I have estimated fees to be in line of last year £3500.  

 

4. Website this appears to be a multi organisation web page that the Parish Council is part of.  

In my opinion it does not meet transparency and accessibility obligations expected of a 

parish council. Therefore, I have budgeted £1500 to either build new pages or a whole new 

web page dedicated to the parish council, I do believe if the council had pages that were 

obvious and it was clear where all the information is, this could help with the current 

challenges it has. There are many dead links that just create confusion. 

 
For example, I would like to see the accounts page more like the minutes page with a tab 
for each year from 2015, clearly listing the income & expenditure, AGAR, internal auditors’ 
reports, Budget, asset register, and then any external auditors’ comments report clear 
listing for each year. I do believe the council should rectify this as a matter of urgency, 
possibly bringing in a consultant to do so. 
 

5. While the council's Clerk remains off sick and the council has need for locums and 

consultants there will also be increased costs here, but this is difficult to budget. 
 

6. Election there is also the potential cost of the polling station if 10 electors request an 

election, the polling station Cost come from parish council.  
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