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Thornton Le Dale Parish Council  

 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting Held At 7.00 P.M. On 
Tuesday 4th April 2023 at The Hill Memorial Institute, 

Maltongate, Thornton le Dale YO18 7LF 

Present:   
 

Cllr Bell (Chair); Cllr Markham; Cllr Charles; Cllr Hallsworth, Cllr N Firth; Cllr D Firth; Cllr Old   

 

Locum Clerk – Carrie Pillow (within Minutes will be abbreviated to Clerk)  
  

Members of public – 24 

    

Commencement of Meeting 19:00 hrs  

 
2223/4/61.  
 
a) To receive apologies for absence given in advance of the meeting.  

 
None 
 
b) To consider the approval of reasons given for absence. 

 
N/A 

 
c) Welcome new Councillor – Confirm completion of Declaration of Acceptance of Office 
   
The Chair welcomed Cllr Old; Declaration of Acceptance of Office received by clerk, signed 17/3/23 with Chair. 
Resolved 
 
2223/4/62. To received declarations of interest in items on the agenda. 
 
Cllr N Firth Cllr D Firth Play Park 
 
2223/4/63. To confirm & sign the minutes of the PC meeting held on  

  
7th March 2023 Resolved approved by Cllr Markham (Acting Chair)  

  
2223/4/64. To discuss ongoing matters arising from previous meetings and council business 
 
Banning order - closure  Resolved to close 
 
Resolved to Discuss Finance – (Item 2223/4/74) 
 
2223/4/65. Meeting Venue - Safety / No of people 
 
Information received by the council that the fire limit for the Hill Institute, was 60 if all stood, but with furniture in the 
room it was 20. 
 
The Council agreed a more appropriate venue needs to be found.  
 
Options to initially look at are the OGS or the Village Hall, prices to be obtained. 
 
OGS is the preferred location for the 9th May. 
 
Ongoing – to look at other options for meeting; that meets health & safety for the number of people. 
 
2223/4/66. Allotments – Review any updates 
 
Following Discussion, it was Resolved to chain and padlock the 5 bar gate to stop fly tipping and bulk manure 
deliveries that are a Health and Safety hazard due to blocking pathways. 
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2223/4/67. Bullfield Tenancy - Review any updates 

 
Ongoing – Payment noted, signed tenancy still to be received. Cllrs asked for a 7-day limit for signed tenancy to be 
received, then Field to be vacated, re advertised and payment to returned  
 
2223/4/68. Caretaker - This Month’s Priorities  
 
Remove current compost heap, review refuge collection prices / size of bins and possibility of no compost heap in 
future to reduce fly tipping. 
 
Review benches to ensure they are structurally sound. 
 
2223/4/69. Grass cutting Contract -   
 
Resolved to reduce village grass cutting to 6 times a year due to limited budget in this financial year. 

 

2223/4/70. Training – Cllrs / Clerk / Expectations of new Cllrs  - Any requests 
    
Whole Council Face to Face. 20th July 2023. Resolved – Training booked, Council to pay for. 

 
Other training Ongoing - concern on spending Council money on additional training due to the budget is being tight. 
The Chair s stated that all Cllrs training should be paid for with Council funds to avoid any discrimination. 
 
2223/4/71. Grants - Consider any requests 

 
Play Park - The Council discussed the playpark grant. Due to the current financial position of the Council it is unable 
to meet the grant request. The Council resolved to add six cuts of the play park to the dates of the Village cuts and 
assist where needed, in grant applications for surfacing areas of the play park. 
 
 
2223/4/72. Notice Boards   - Application – Permitted rights, Green.  
 
The notice board for the Village Green has been put on hold in order to apply for grants. 
 

  
 
  

2223/4/73. To discuss new planning applications received, or Previous Applications 
 
a) NYM/2023/0067 – Replacement Windows – No objection 

 

b) NYM_2023_0116 – Painting – No Objection 

 

c) NYM/2023/0205 – Tree Removal - – No Objection 

 
2223/4/74. To discuss matters raised by Parish Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer: 
   

a) Bookkeeping current year to date - Circulated to Cllrs. 

 

Cllrs all confirmed they have received the financial packs. 

Cllrs agreed Yearend accounts could be made public. Available at Appendix A.   

b) Bank mandate status 

  Lloyds – expected to be complete within 2 weeks. 

Barclays – Still no cards or pins received for Cllr N Firth of Cllr D Firth 

 

 

 

 

c) Payments approval 

 

Resolved – Payments Approved. 

http://planning.northyorkmoors.org.uk/Northgate/PlanningExplorer/Generic/StdDetails.aspx?PT=Planning%20Applications%20On-Line&TYPE=PL/PlanningPK.xml&PARAM0=818511&XSLT=/Northgate/PlanningExplorer/SiteFiles/Skins/NorthYorkMoors/xslt/PL/PLDetails.xslt&FT=Planning%20Application%20Details&PUBLIC=Y&XMLSIDE=&DAURI=PLANNING
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d) Asset Register 

Bench 22 – Written Off – as beyond economical repair. 

 

e) Year- end Accounts / Agar  

  Balance at bank £46,533.20 

Agar Accepted Pg 4 & 5 Approved - Resolved  

 

Cost Centres 

Included in pack to show previous year spend. Appendix A refers.   

This will be published on the Parish Council website to provide transparency of the finances. 

 

f) Reserves  

Included in pack to show coming year committed spend. Appendix A refers.   

This will be published on the Parish Council website to provide transparency of the finances. 

 

Locum clerk has offered to do a mini public session at one of the May meetings, on a 1-1 basis, and asked a 

parishioner (Mrs Liz Alger ) to sit with her as an independent witness 

         

2223/4/75. Cemetery  
 

a) To consider non-resident status - if only moved for care issues in later life 

    

Non - Residential status – Resolved to add the following  

The Council reserve the right to review and allow burials as residents, on a case by case basis. 

This may include but not be limited to situation like the following. 

• A person being born in the parish and moving in adulthood in order to find work. 

 

• A person living and working the majority of their life in the parish but moving in twilight years to live 

with family or care to receive support. 

 

Other scenarios may be considered by The Council upon application.   

b) Review Residents purchases for family – To consider cases to class as resident. 
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The Council agreed that both examples presented by the Clerk could be treated as residents  

 

c) To review Memorials – Requiring safety work report progress  

   

Twenty three Memorials identified as loose which is a Health & Safety concern. Pegs are in the Cemetery 

highlighting those affected.  Clerk to gain prices for laying down of the Memorials. The list of affected 

Memorials is at Appendix B. 

d) Trees / Logs 

 

Statement read by chair – Appendix C Statement and pictures of the rot in the trees is at Appendix C 

 

2223/4/76. To report any new correspondence received by clerk for the council.  
 

The Clerk thanked those residents that had been in touch with her personally.  
 

A request was received by the Clerk for an application form for the permanent Clerk position currently 

vacant       

2223/4/77. To receive matters raised by members for inclusion on future agendas.  
 
None 
 

2223/4/78. To confirm the dates of the future meeting(s)  -  
 
Tuesdays -           2nd May APCM – Election of Chair;  followed by PCM  
 
 
                              9th May APM – Meeting for the Public 

 

2223/4/79. Public Session – max 15 mins   
  
Members of the public and press are invited to attend, There will be a 15 minute Public Question Time at the end of 
the meeting, at the discretion of the PC. Public Participation is managed by the Chair and in line with the Parish 
Council Rules. Members of the public must adhere to the rules set by the Council for Public Participation.  
 
All comments will be documented, but no verbal response will be given. Items not on the current agenda need 
to be sent in writing to the clerk for adding to future Agendas, at the Council’s discretion. 
 

MOP 1 – Grant Application Policy. Request for rewording of para 3 on requirement for audited accounts as not all 

groups with funds under £25,000 have to have audited accounts.  

MOP 2 – Hill Memorial Institute. Question reference Parish Councils responsibility for the Hill Memorial Institute. Large 

sums of money were paid for repairs as stated in 2013 Parish meeting & 2013/14 accounts. 

MOP 3 – Request for introductions Councillors and Clerk to introduce themselves at the start of each meeting so those 

that have not been before are aware of who is speaking. 

MOP 4 – Parish Plan.  

As the Council had received four emails (and one withdrawal), please can the Council ask for those that have 
volunteered to be brought together in order to move the idea of a Parish Plan forward.  
 

MOP 5 – Missing Thornton-le-Dale Parish Council Notice Board at Dalby. 
 
Electorate numbers and Ward incorrect on the Clerk vacancy advert published on the Parish Council Website.  
 

MOP 6 - Approached the Parish Council privately. Concern that older residents of the village are not being heard. 

CLOSED SESSION – THE PUBLIC/PRESS WILL BE ASKED TO LEAVE THE MEETING 
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2223/4/80. Employment Matters 
 
a) To resolve to exclude members of the press and public due to the nature of the business to be transacted at  

agenda item 9.2 below, being prejudicial to the public interest. (Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings Act 1960) 

 
 

b) To receive and consider information and advice on an ongoing employment issue. 
 

Deferred - Out of time. 

 

 

Review of Grant in May 2022 

 

Council unanimously agreed to request the recall of 50% of the grant (£1500) 

 
Parish Council Complaint to NYCC MO  
 

To be progressed to the next stage (Ombudsman) 

 
2223/4/81. Complaint to Parish Council 
 
Deferred due to out of time. 
 
 
 
 
Meeting Close:- 21:15 
 
 
 
 
 
Sign                                                             Print                                          Date 
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Appendix A  - Finances 6 Pages 
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Appendix B - Appendix B – Loose Memorials Cemetery, Peaslands Lane 
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Appendix C - Cemetery Cherry Trees 
 

Planted -  1982  - 40 + Years Old 

https://www.royalparks.org.uk/whats-on/blog/10-things-you-might-not-know-about-

cherry-trees 

Across all varieties cherry trees tend to have a short lifespan, typically around 15-30 years.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stumps showing Clear central Rot. 

 

Logs  - we tried to arrange to get into storage – but majority disappeared before this was 

arranged. 

 

Following complaints of a mess from Cllr Markham, Cllr Bell cleared a few small remaining 

pieces to try reducing complaints. 

 

Contractor – Is the same contractor that was engaged by the parish council in February 
2022 

https://www.royalparks.org.uk/whats-on/blog/10-things-you-might-not-know-about-cherry-trees
https://www.royalparks.org.uk/whats-on/blog/10-things-you-might-not-know-about-cherry-trees

